
AFFIRMATIVE 
CONSENT:

Affirmative 
consent is the 
presence of a 
yes, not the 
absence of a 
no. 

Affirmative Consent means clear 

words or actions that show a 

knowing and voluntarY agreement 

to engage in mutually agreed-

upon sexual activity. 

REQUIRES COMMUNICATION

WORDS OR ACTIONS MUST BE USED TO ESTABLISH 

CONSENT.

HAPPENS ONE STEP AT A TIME - EVERY TIME

Just because your partner agrees to one thing, 

that does not mean they agree to everything. 

Oral sex does not give consent for intercourse 

and vice versa. Also, just because you have 

hooked up one time, it does not give permission 

for every other time - even if you are in a 

relationship, even if it has happened many times 

before. 

IS FREE TO BE TAKEN BACK AT ANY TIME

At any point during a sexual encounter each partner should feel free to 

change his or her mind and the other partner must respect that person’s 

decision.
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1 http://www.virginia.edu/sexualviolence/sexualassault 
2 See Va. Code §18.2-63 for the age of consent under Virginia law: http://leg1.state.va.us/000/cod/18.2-63.htm

3 Sokolow, Brett A., Lewis, W. Scott, Schuster, Saundra K., NCHERM Institute on Responding to Campus Sexual Misconduct. 2010, p. 49
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WANT TO TALK 
OR LEARN MORE?

MUST ENTAIL AN 

UNINFLUENCED YES

CONSENT CANNOT BE 

ESTABLISHED IF ONE 

PERSON IS 

PRESSURING THE OTHER. 

THIS CAN BE PHYSICAL 

OR EMOTIONAL.


